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After his wedding it is open to every Brahman to choose
whether he will be an ordinary householder, content at most
with the full sixteen rites, or become an Agnihotrl and ob-
serve forty-eight rites. If he choose the latter course, it will
cost him some fifty thousand rupees, and he will probably ask
the ruler of the state to grant him an annuity to defray his
expenses in return for the merit he brings to the country.
(Whether he gets it is another matter !)
'There was recently a Nagara in Rajkot who was an Agni-
hotrl, and though he himself was a very rich man, two impor-
tant ruling chiefs gave him annuities, and he was treated
with the highest honour, as though he had been a great
noble.
An Agnihotrl brings the fire from his father-in-law's house
when he marries, and this is never allowed to go out as long
as the wife lives. (This particular gentleman married again
after his first wife's death, and brought the fire afresh from his
new father-in-law's house.)
The fire is kept in a special room, which is closed all day,
and only opened morning and evening for special worship
(Homa). The room is so sacred that no one but the worshipper
and his wife ever enter it, and relying on this sanctity, it is
sometimes used as a secure hiding-place for treasure, for the
average Hindu still distrusts banks. Twenty years ago an
Agnihotrl died in Rajkot, and the sacred fire was allowed to
go out; when the sons came to dig up the altar, they found
that a great deal of money had been buried beneath it.
Another rule the Agnihotrl must observe is never to leave
the town in which he lives, and above all never to cross the sea,
or he will assuredly die. (Strangely enough, this was literally
fulfilled in the first case we quoted, for that Agnihotrl, being
summoned by the ruling chief who was his patron, crossed the
sea to go to him and died there.)
As a matter of fact, owing to the expense, very few Brah-
mans elect to become Agnihotn, but ordinary Brahmans do
reverence to the fire, and offer five oblations to it, at least